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Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—-October 1952 and 195! 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price index Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price Index— 1950 to Date 
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Daily Wholesale Price index of 30 Basic Commodities 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 


October 1952 and 195! 
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Building Permit Values for 215 Cities—Monthly— 1950 to Date 
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Building Permit Values and Index for 120 Cities—1939 to Date 
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449,353,417 
371,317,167 
368,456,714 
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Fa:lures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1950 to Date 


Wholesele fo Retell € of 
Tr ade Tote lr ede Totel 
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Failures by Size of Liabilities—Monthly— 1950 to Date 
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F aclures by Drvissons of Industry—Octeber 1952 United States Fasderes by States October 1952 














Numbe ' ve ‘a reer ebitirtries Number of Peitiures Current aviiities 
hous eads of Ok - Thovsends of Dollars) 
ye Mor the et Mon ths Oct. 1O Months Oc te 10 Months 
x , & Mar tect ag v4 1V54 ¥* ¥5 4 IW o« \¥ Nee Eng and? 19S IVs 1951 1952 1952 195! 
‘ 3 . } wv ‘ ys val 1,279 6,53 Mal a@sccccccecsceseeoes - 4 2? 44 459 287 
& €iadre , ; 4 4, BY , 1,37 2,88 New Mampshire.-.-++-6- es ’ 24 ° 1,009 1,0O55 
es ew Prods & Avs 4 2 ») 2,254 ',54 i3,i6* Weemeateccccccacess ' 3 i4 286 131 
ober 4&4 ts ; - ,ose4 ¥, 989 +,930 Massechusett(*.-..er6. 19 18 306 1,966 12,698 13,015 
ra e ¥ ’ A Fat if 7 ei 4.0,4 4° nnec? Veseesece 164 167 i4 546 6,615 3,978 
hee eisai a ed Pron 7 is ia 1,807 5,497 Bhode isiand.«.«e- —— ee ss wee 85 2,790 1,340 
eather & Pree ’ ; y3 ‘ ie $,082 2,0/ 
. ay 4 ass rea’ ? 3‘ 46 ' 1,79? 5/8 Total Nee Engiend...-- 67 60° sat 2,6° 23,76? 19,206 
teei & PP ‘ T } ‘4 j $7 3,564 , 34? 
wa are i) io? vi 4,84) ie,3 , 'O% Middie Atiant : 
‘ bavi omen? i? 6 2 " New Yort...eees 196 1,997 1,95! 7,20? 74,039 56,613 
rv ci lene , y ; vy 10,725 42 New Jersey <¥ £66 3 4,78? 13,026 10,467 
- Pennsyliva Bocsesseses — eo ia ia _ 1,809 _ 9,108 __ 9,291 
“ vy _ aw 4° ; 4 . * o * ral ,o4 #79 
Total Middie Attantic. 262 2,537? 2,564 13,8603 98,773 6,371 
+ * se ece 
Eos? North Centrais 
S fare P / i* 194 214 45% ¥,? 2,33% PRi@eccoscosssesesenes . 17 170 20° 6,358 10,44 6,140 
. 4 i¢ 1 Or i, 54¢ ~'33 AGI ORAsccccseeves Ter 6 43 40 253 1,571 B94 
‘ " . S4 984 16? : nisl Ceews 60d08 008 60 2¢ 328 154 1,435 11,84? 9,071 
a » me ‘ _ ; ae 3 2,814 2,44 Michi geRecccscesscecces | 14} 163 166 4,213 5,383 
. ‘ , i¢ 2? 1 878 S$ WIS COMSI Meee eeevenes i 352 9,163 _ 3,30! 
ver «4 ‘ ‘4 <j ' ov WU. 2,007 
P ane 24 278 y 2,619 ¥, 4 16,617 Tote! Ees? No. @nt.«s ri 96 939 8,564 31,238 25,289 
‘ : : sie ace 4 “3 ; Ss 6,>¥ 15,648 Wes? Nor '? entra? 
Minne Pec cvecsenves ne 4 6% oy 66 1,764 3,044 
tele ade WOcecoessers ee - 26 18 2'2 26 1,054 
Missourl.ccececesseces 8 60 } 159 3,007 2,530 
4 ; - ’ 9 / i ,4 ~¥4? « *® Uat TOesceoveveees es . ee 63 56 
ererai we . e ° “ 9 4 $. » 5 ¢ Pak OPOesresaseses o° . 6 2° tis 222 
: ‘© : e ‘ . ‘ » 4 oA ¥,! S, Nee BOR OScescenocoeseesese . i ! 53 46) 
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a, ef » yw? *e 23 4/7 4,! 3, 9 0C 
é ‘ . 9 40 S4 18 4,914 4,4! Total West Ne eatice ig 19! 221 47c 90% 8,086 
3 bs ‘ Piece j 0 14,19 14,149 
, . 4 v4 ” ad », »0' : . Aliant ° 
P . - 
: % ei lane i 44 6,05 _ 4,529 Meryia q ~ 8 44 3,603 4,822 
cy elaeaere wee e° ¢ 3 ee 16% 4 
a kets ¢ . ae i,4 6,078 62,03¢ 53,39 t ‘ bie : ' 2 95 $28 5 
i $Aeeeeereee e+e Cc 61 4) tte 1,324 3,887 
r West Vir ginia«sc-cerees 4 6 273 2,224 1,890 
Nort? ArTolin@ecereses ; iy 4 sig 2,223 2,209 
enerce ' i 4,i\8¢ 16,7 , +f er@lia@ececccecs ; i 3 iO 923 300 
5 4\8 4% 11,659 it, Or Sccoes pesantoesss 8 iy 77 184 i,755 4,685 
e , } _ 69 1,0 2,98 ; Descoceeecevenés se al 1, 26° 5, 234 5,922 
. ' a 16 2, 489 , 48 Tota th Atlan! 19 186 464 1,295 17,976 23,777 
‘ . . cast Jou entra 
Rentuchy. es - iC 12 639 632 
. ‘ ‘ . . 49 , 488 1,13 6,676 TENNESSEE sees cuee . i4 1é } 29! 2s } 2,519 
. ‘ 8 bs »'3? AlebaeMe<cevcnececss ‘ 38 2? 14° ! 3 910 
, } ¢ | 06: , Mi s ppl<ese ry 7 ees Fo Bee Cee 230 
¢e kepe 5 ; 1,054 1,173 
. é ‘4 {4 a ¥ “94 , 4 ta tas? ent 4 16@ '¢ . 4,456 4,79! 
e : ‘ e ‘ ity 
‘ Pe ; Py e 44 46 4 ) ie be « t Sov th entrals 
; ess & teoe ‘ e 4 4 ‘vy 45 3,0! 3, 168 Arh ORAS OS eccccecessccervs ee ! ! se 5c 16 
, > <i rt ial rd 3 yi fahomea....-> aceeeeer } ss 1? 1,687 65? 
‘ ‘ . : y wv 13,7 i< SI BNA. os ee eeeessers } 4e 58 145 1,562 6,025 
* —_ — was en beiticces cress oanaen 19 ; 644 5,137 415 
’ ——— _ —- _ _— — 
, i } , 438 6,859 8,04 4i,} 2,5? 
4 Tots Wes? So. ae j i‘ 193 306 8, V6 14,813 
> Mountair 
1 Montana _ a 4 é 6 33 
3 OE EP i ' 21 i4 19 44 333 
Syoming a he ; q ee y 23 
‘ COMWeccecsocses . ee d <3 e* 1,278 2,82! 
uy Faslures m Large Cities October 1952 New Me wi CO. s.cecesevece . - is es ai3 17 
Fi - RGsoseccacanieens é 44 i 1,684 870 
Nua ee vie ent 4 ties Gahacecosecoeneseoeeee 3 4% a t ~'54 47) 
sands ‘Dv a N@vad@esrccceceeveseses See eal 13 See a ' 1,204 = 539 
e x? M ‘ ' 1O M ? Total Mountalin..cecens i 14¢ i53 85? 6, 5,00? 
4 ‘ : ' VS 4 ivy v 
Pacit : 
. i ’ »O3% »O4s 4,63¢ 8,559 47,879 Washin r seoessecée 4 ¥* 40 2,853 2,300 
. ; —. P ‘ ‘Ter 5, jregonr eee nas . lal AG a | 90 2,611 2,086 
’ a 8 $€ 2° 49a! evs s CTTUVTITT TT a 1,294 1,426 3,967 36,504 39,05! 
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N w o4 103 9,254 679 
Me a i 10? os 20! 1,32 9,233 
Pa 4 :} i“ 8? |, 475 Ay? ” . , 
a 7 sis ? > 520 ; Canadian Failures by Provinces—-October 1952 
‘ ’ . m ‘ see j J 9 A we oar 2, 4 
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“ee@art mw 40 ia r« . . aos 
ha : ’ \“ id ‘ 4 ri? ‘New nadlande.ceseecs . . - 4 ina) {o8 238 
enag . y ¥ 6 ? d e tdward isiand.. ee ee 2 ° 40 
ener , ; fa 1,873 No s CR Bccccsesens ‘ e* y 8 ee 440 
eattie, Bast y tv 56 , 448 1,23 New Brunswick easees ' ié “ 4} 308 
‘ este ‘ ‘ 28 - 4 2,044 as! PUEDEC ce ee aes ee enees 49 446 4s! 1,027 | 9,434 
S.. @ ba 8 ~44 On taric oe eer eeee 37 : 3 3,823 
Denver, as Maes: ole lial __1 4062 2,438 Mani tobe....+.. peceeess ; 42 24 139 49 
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te tie ee ensese 279 1,084 +, 144 » 76! 107,416 (OO, 684 Alberta. ce eeeseeseces ig ic ae a4 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilitves—October 1952 


tLiebitities in thousends of dollars! 

















October 1952 Januvery ‘eo October (952 Jetuvery to October i9* 
Number Per Current Tote! Number Per rrent Total Numoer Per rren? lote 
Len! Lieb. Lieb. Cent Lied. Lieb. en? Lieb. Laib. 
Mining & Menutacturing.... 146 100.0 13,079 13,329 1,329 190.0 90,643 oo, 44s , 296 100.' 16.29 9.97! 
Under $5,000.........5. ee i8 12.3 Ss? s? 150 14.3 443 44} 209 6.1 $9? 97 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 61 4'.8 ras 74s §$) 41.5 6,517 6,51? $63 4).4 €, 853 6,683 
$25,000 te $100,000..... 43 29.4 1,928 1,928 426 32.1 20, 960 20,960 17 28.9 bo, ttt 1s, t's 
$100,000 to §!,000,000.. 22 'S.1 5,018 5,668 192 14.4 48,013 46,362 138 10.7 $1,257 st, 79! 
$1,000,000 end Over..... 2 1.4 4,731 4,93) 10 0.? 17,710 18,160 9 ot, 449 22,582 
Wholesale Trede.......«. one 54 100.0 8,550 8,550 637 190.0 316,597 16, 794 703 1U0.0 3S ,639 36,527 
Vader $5,000........55. : 4 7.4 ‘4 14 a4 13.2 248 248 99 14.0 293 293 
$5,000 te $25,000....... 31 57.4 335 335 292 45.8 3,044 1,044 161 §¢.3 4,364 4,164 
$25,000 te §100,000..... i3 24.1 733 133 19? 10.9 o,138 9,138 ies 26.3 £,ot8 8,918 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. 5 9.3 1,468 |, 468 60 9.4 11,681 11,878 ‘4 >.8 10,576 11,465 
$1,000,000 end Over..... i 1.8 6,000 6,000 ‘ 0.7 11,886 11,886 ‘ 0.6 tt, 487 1t, 48? 
Baetel! Trede...-..cesccens 291 100.0 6,078 6,078 3,265 100.9 62,636 62,702 3,485 100.0 63,390 63,754 
Under $5,000.......e606- 66 22.7 207 207 796 24.4 2,405 2,405 97? 28.0 2,783 2,783 
$5,000 te $25,000....... 1s? 54.0 1,878 1,878 1,83! $6.1! 20,934 20,934 1,92! 55.1 25,076 25,076 
$25,000 to. $100,000..... 6! 20.9 2,739 2,739 560 17.1 24,628 24,628 sis 14.9 2t,723 2¢,723 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. ? 2.4 1,254 1,284 78 2.4 14,669 14,735 68 2.0 12,658 13,022 
$1,000,000 and Over....- ee on ee oe ee es ee e< ! 0.0 1,150 1,150 
Coastruction.«.«..ssseeeeces 88 100.0 5,167 5,167 700 100.0 29,489 29,519 eis 100.0 31,482 34,715 
Ueader $5,000. .....-- cau 18 20.5 62 62 1or 14.4 303 303 152 18.6 44) 44) F 
$5,000 te $25,000....... 46 52.3 $97 597 348 49.7 4,545 4,545 412 50.4 5,188 5.188 3 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 17 19.3 965 965 186 26.6 6,858 8,858 190 23.2 @,479 8,47) ¢ 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. 7 7.9 3,543 3,543 65 9.3 15,783 15,813 62 ?.6 14,72! 14,954 3 
$1,000,000 end Over..... ee oe ee a oe ee ee on 2 0.2? 2,059 2,659 Pa 
Commercie! Service....+...«- 52 100.0 2,175 2,175 507? 100.9 21,792 22,007 $57 100.0 13,770 13,859 : 
Under $5,000..........-- . iS.4 2? 27 104 «= «20.5 312 312 1430 25.7 412 412 . 
$5,000 fo $25,000....... 30 57.7 349 349 260 $1.3 3,072 3,072 29! $2.2 3, 408 +, 408 3 
$25,000 to $!00,000..... 9 17.3 352 352 105 20.7 4,748 4,748 99 17.8 4,204 4,204 i 
$100,000 te $!,000,000.. 5 9.6 1,44? 1,447 35 6.9 7,927 8,142 24 4.3 5,746 5,835 § 
$1,000,000 and Over..... o4 . on oe } 0.6 5,733 5,733 ; : ne ‘ 
Tote! United States.....+.. 631 100.0 35,049 35,299 6,438 100.0 241,157 243,464 6,859 100.0 222,577 225,826 2 
3 
Under $5,000. ..6..-esues 1i4 16.1 367 367 1,235 19.2 3,711 3,70 1,580 23.09 4,526 4,%52¢ i 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 325 51.5 3,904 3,904 3,282 $1.0 38,712 18,712 3,548 Si.? 44,919 44,919 “ 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 143 22.6 6,717 6,717 1,474 22.9 68,332 68,332 1,367 19.9 61,436 61,43¢ * 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. 46 7.3 13,330 13,380 430 6.7 95,073 96,930 346 5.1 14,958 17,06? , 
$1,000,000 and Over..... 3 0.5 10,731 10,931 17 0.2 35,329 35,779 rT 0.3 16,738 17,878 } 
Failures by Federal Reserve Districts by Divisions of Industry—October 1952 7 
(Liabilities in thousends of dollars) y 
Mining & Wholesale Retell Trede Construction Commercia| Total ' 
Manutaecturing Trade Service United Stetes : 
Districts No. Curreet No. Current No. Current No. Current No. Current No. -urrent : 
Lieb. Lieb. Lied. Lieb. Liab. Liab. 
Bos ton... ccccccellbecss 12 722 3 60 32 723 16 944 7 2¢ 4? 2,655 
Mee Pee hoocccococelSbeecce 70 7,90! 20 59} 064 2,'22 27 1,136 i4 Sal 925 12,33! : 
Philedeiphia.....(3)..-- - 854 3 107 16 290 - oe 15 28 1,266 : 
Cleweland..cceseel@)aces 6 218 7 6,!131 “ i4i 3 32 2 43 26 6,565 ’ 
Richmond... eseeeet(Sdaces 5 849 5 704 1o 18s 3 110 ad ate 93 1,848 
BO taeet@ccceccoccoetGbecese 4 300 2 152 19 45 - 28? 7 VIA iA 2, OK 
CHICOQOs ee eee ee ech Thevee 10 1,519 5 te! 33 573 4 4) 4 48 $6 2,367 
St. RaetécceccscelSboccesc 2 95 ee ee 7 107 ' 23 - 10 225 4 
Minneapolis......19)..«- 2? 43 ee ee 4 63 ee e e 4 106 
Kenses City.....t8O)}.... i 6 - aod 5 82 ' 13 X ne , 103 
Betlescceoccceccol ti becee ee ee 2 462 7 6! ! 4' | fie ii Ave 
Sen Francisco..-ti2).... 26 570 ? 162 56 1,386 24 2,540 23 252 136 4,910 
Total United Stetes..... 146 13,079 “4 8,550 291 6,078 we 5,167 59 2,175 4} 14,049 
Dun’s Failure Index 
(Apparent Annue!l Number of Faidures per 10,000 Enterprises) DEFINITIONS 
Unadjusted inden Adjusted index® BUSINESS FAILURES Include those businesses that 
eased operations tollowing essignment of bankruptcy; 
1952 195! 1950 1949 1982 195! 1950 1949 eased with toss to creditors atter such ecticns as 
execution, toreciosure, of attachment; votuntarity 
Januar ycccccce 29.7 34.0 38.5 25.7 27.8 31.5 36.0 23.8 eithdree leaving unpaid obligations; were involved 
Februa@ry..ss- 31.0 31.0 41.0 1$.2 26.3 26.3 34.5 29.8 im court actions such a8 receivership, reorganize- 
Merch eeeeevesee 31.6 30.9 36.4 38.5 279.5 28.9 33.4 32.9 tions, or arrangement; or wOlwntariiy compromised 
Apri!.. . “*ee 34.4 11.9 36.0 38.1 31.6 29.3 33.0 38.0 oi th creditors ov? of our ?. 
; May “eee ee wee . 28.1 33.5 37.6 34.9 26.5 341.6 5 5 33.2 7 
' June “eee ee . 30.7 31.2 31.2 33.7 31.0 3t.5 3 : 36.1 
: July. **e ** * 25.4 30.7 31.2 32.2 27.3 33.0 33.5 34.6 CURRENT LIABILITIES, 4% sec in the Failure *¢- 
; August.....-. ‘ 25.9 28.9 32.7 33.5 29.1 32.8 37.2 38.1 cord, heave @ specie! meaning; they inctude ail ac- 
4 September..... 24.5 29.7 29.5 32.7 28.8 35.4 35.1 38.5 counts end notes paveblie and ai! obligations, wehe- 
£ Oc tober... 27.4 28.5 32.3 35.7? 29.8 3*.0 3$.5 39.7 ther in secured form of aot, tnoewn to be held by 
November...... tees 29.3 33.7 40.5 oeer 29.3 33.7 40.5 benks, officers, attilieted companies, supplying 
December.....- TTT 28.2 30.9 33.0 ones 29.7 32.5 34.0 companies, or the Government. They do not include 
iong-tere, publicty-eneld obligations. Jtiserti g 
Mo. Average... 28.9 30.7 34.3 34.4 ves jesse sees assets are not taken into account. 
(#@) Adjusted tor seasons! variation. 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





COOLER WEATHER 


Retail sales in the early part of No- 
vember were about at the same level 
as a year ago. Sales dipped seasonally 
below October as interest in the na- 
tional elections kept customers away 
from the stores 

Total retail sales, unadjusted, tor the 
month of October were estimated at 
$15.3 bilhons. This was 9 per cent above 
both a year ago and a month ago. 

Apparel volume rose substantially 
above a year ago as cooler weather 
spurred the purchase of heavier cloth- 
ing. Consumers evinced less interest 
in synthetic fabrics than in previous 
months. 

Appliance volume also rose above 
vear-ago levels. Television sales rose as 
interest in the elections and sporting 
events mounted, More preterence was 
expressed for smaller appliances than 
for large white goods. 

Food volume wads above both a year 
ago and a month ago. The housewives 
continued to limit their purchases to 
lower-priced meats and poultry and 
shunned expensive cuts of beef and 
lamb. Pork, which had decreased in 
price 5 per cent from September, was 
the most popular meat item. Volume 
in canned goods and frozen foods rose 
seasonally. 

Consumer spending according to the 
preiminary Dun’s Review Regional 
Trade barometer rose 3 per cent above 
a year ago and stood at 338.7 per cent 
of the 1935-1939 average level. This 
was 2 per cent above September. 

The consumers’ price index rose frac- 
tionally in October and stood at 190.9. 
This was fractionally above September 
and 2 per cent above a year ago. The 
increase was caused by a slight rise in 
food prices. 

Retailers’ collections in October were 
more prompt than a year ago in thir- 
teen cities, unchanged in 41 cities and 
slower in 68 cities. In comparison with 
a month ago, they were more prompt 
in fifteen cities, unchanged in 68 cities 
and slower in 21 cities. 
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PERCENTAGE 
CHANCES FROM A YEAR ALO 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Change Change Comparison Retail 

Sept. from Aug trom with Sales 

1952 Sept. 1951 1952 Aug. 1952 U.S. 1948 

REGION Yo Ve % 
United States 331.9 + 3.2 347.3 — 4.4 100.0 
1. New England 259.9 + 1.0 234.7 +10.7 —21.7 6.1 
2. New York City 237.0 + 1.2 244.2 — 2.9 — 28.6 7.7 
3. Albany, Uuca and Syracuse 293.3 + 2.8 303.9 — 3.5 —11.6 2.2 
4. Buffalo and Rochester 320.4 + 2.8 301.1 + 6.4 — 3.5 1.7 
s. Northern New Jersey 215.3 + 2.0 234.2 — R14 — 35.1 2.6 
6. Philadelphia 249.1 ++ 2.5 273.2 + 5.8 —12.9 5.5 
>. Pittsburgh 327.6 — 0.9 283.8 +15.4 — 1.3 3.6 
8. Cleveland oe 330.9 — 0.4 342.6% — 3.4 — 0.3 2.8 
9. Cincinnati and Columbus 328.0 + 1.4 363.8 — 9.9 — 1.2 3.0 
10. Indianapolis anu Louisville 396.9 + 1.3 393.8 + o.8 +19.6 2.9 
11. Chicago 247.0 — 2.1 275.9 + 4.0 —13.5 6.6 
12. Detroit 318.2 — 0.5 366.5 —13.2 — 4.1 4-4 
13. Milwaukee 341.4 — 0.9 354.8 — 3.8 + 2.9 2.1 
14. Minneapolis and St. Paul 304.3 + 0.4 320.8 — §.2 — 8.3 4.2 
15. lowa and Nebraska 291.8 — 2.9 332.2 —12.2 —12.1 3.0 
16. St. Louis 291.6 + 0.5 294.5 — 1.0 + 21 2.6 
17. Kansas City ale 348.2 + 1.4 340.1 + 2.4 + 4.9 3.4 
18. Maryland and Virgima 346.9 + 2.1 331.2 + 4.7 + 4.5 4.0 
19. North and South Carolina 396.8 + 23.5 393.0 + 1.0 +19.6 2.6 
20, Atlanta and Birmingham 478.5 + 6.1 455.0 + 5.2 + 44.2 3.9 
21. Florida 478.5 + 6.5 451.1 + 6.1 +44.2 1.8 
22. Memphis 368.6 + 0.4 408.5 — 98 +11.1 1.7 
23. New Orleans 418.6 + 7.6 437.5 — 4.3 +26.1 1.5 
24. Texas 464.0 + 3.1 459.1 + 1 + 39.8 5.6 
25. Denver 347.8 + §.7 371.9 — 6.5 + 4.8 1.4 
26, Salt Lake City 352.2 + 6.1 350.7 + o.4 + 6.1 0.9 
27. Portland and Seattle 357.5 + 3.5 376.7 — 5.1 + 7.7 3.0 
28. San Francisco 340.7 + 1.1 310.5 + 9.7 + 2.7 4.0 
29. Los Angeles 356.6 +10.2 333.5 + 6.9 + 7. 4.9 


* Revised 
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TRADE ACTIVITY — 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

SepTemMBeR—Barometer 11°4 above 
Aug., 1° above year ago, 22° below U.S. 

Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Lowell—Lawrence 
+12°,, Springheld -+-9%, Providence 
-+-8°,,, Boston +-5°., New Haven -+2°%%. 
Collections compared with a year ago: 
unchanged Boston, Bangor, Manchester, 
Providence, and Worcester; less prompt 


New Bedford and New. Haven. Addi- 
tional shopping centers opened. 
Region 2 
SePTEMBER—Barometer 3° below 


Aug., 1°%, above year ago, 29°, “below U.S. 
Octoser—New York City department 
store sales 2°, below year ago. Total re- 
tail sales in New York City 6°, above year 
ago. Collections more prompt than 
month ago and unchanged from year ago. 
Suburban stores continued to reflect larger 
sales increases. New York City removed 
from surplus labor list as some shortages 
developed in apparel manufacturing. 


Region 3 
SepTeEMBER—Barometer 4°, below 
Aug., 3°%, above year ago, 12°, below U.S. 


Octoser—Syracuse department store 
sales unchanged from year ago. Total 
retail trade compared with year ago: Al- 
bany and a +5°.,, Syracuse 
+-4°,, Utica —2°,. Collections compared 
with a year ago: more prompt Albany, 
unchanged Utica, slower Binghamton and 
Syracuse. State forests closed because of 
danger from forest fires. 


Region 4 

SeptTemMBer—Barometer 6°, above 
Aug., 3°, above year ago, 4°%, , below U.S. 

C \cToBER—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Buffalo +-5°4, 
Rochester —2°,. Total retail trade — 
pared with a year ago: Buffalo +-1°, 
mira —1°,, Rochester — 3°. eee 
slower than a year ago. Buffalo steel mills 
operated at 103.6°,, of capacity. Buffalo 
flour output 5°, above a year ago. De- 
fense order volume high. 


Region 5 

SeptTemMBerR—Barometer 8° below 
Aug., 2°4, above year ago, 35°, below U.S. 

Octoser—T rade conditions in Newark 
compared with a year ago: department 
store sales +-6°., total retail trade — 4°, 
wholesale trade —2°. Retail collections 
more prompt than a year ago and slower 
than a month ago. Wholesale and manu- 
facturers collections unchanged from both 
a year ago. Savings deposits were at an 
all-time high. 





The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
im consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
wres are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Baapsrreet offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended Nowember 1, 1952. 











Region 6 

SepTemBer—Barometer 6°, above 
Aug., 3°, above year ago, 13°, below U.S. 

Octoser—Philadelphia department 
store sales 1°, above year ago. Total re- 
tail trade compared with a year ago: Lan- 
caster -+16°%, Reading +-7°, Trenton 
and Wilkes-Barre +-5°,, Wilmington and 
Harrisburg +-3°%,, Philadelphia and Scran- 
ton +1°%, York —1°%. Collections slower 
than year ago exce pt more prompt in 
York and unchanged in Philadelphia. 


Region 7 

SepremMBeR—Barometer 15°. above 
Aug., 1°, below year ago, 1°, below U. S. 

Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Erie -+-4°, Pitts- 
burgh +-2°4. Total retail trade compared 
with a year ago: Wheeling -+-10°,, Pitts- 
burgh -+-6°., Huntington -+-5°, Charles- 
ton +-4°., Youngstown -+-3°%, Erie +-2°%. 
Collections slower than a year ago except 
more prompt in Wheeling. Pittsburgh 
steel mills operated at 108.6°/, of capacity. 


Region 8 

SeptemMBer—Barometer 3°, below 
Aug., slightly below 1951 and U. S. 

Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Cleveland +2°. 
Akron +10°%, Toledo +6°%. Total re- 
tail trade compared with a year ago: Ak- 
ron +3°., Cleveland +4°, Canton and 
Lima +-8°4, Toledo +-12°,. Collections 
compared with a year ago: retailers’ and 
wholesalers’ slower, manufacturers’ un- 


changed. 


Region 9 
Saprempen—Barometer 10° below 
Aug., 1°, above year ago, 1 ’ below U.S. 


Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago; Columbus -+-8°%, 
Cincinnati +-3°%. Total retail trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Columbus -+-6%%, 
Cincinnati +4°/%, Dayton —2°%. Collec- 
tions compared with a year ago: Dayton 
unchanged, Cincinnati and Columbus 
slower. $400 million electric power plant 
planned near Portsmouth. 
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Region 10 

SepTemBer—Barometer 1°, above Aug. 
and year ago, 20°, above U. S 

Octoser—Department store salts com- 
pared with a year ago: Louisville -+-3°%, 
Indianapolis —2°.. Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Evansville 
+10°., Fort Wayne and Louisville -+- 3°, 
Terre Haute —2°,. Collections compared 
with a year ago: ” unchanged Evansville 
and Fort Wayne, slower Louisville and 
Terre Haute. 


Region 11 

SeptemBer—Barometer 4°, above 
Aug., 2°., below year, 14°., below U.S 

Octoser—Chicago department store 
sales 1°, below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Rockford 
+19°%, South Bend -+-5°., Chicago and 
Springheld -+-4°. Collections compared 
with a year ago; Chicago and Rockford 
more prompt, Peoria and Springfield 


slower. Chicago livestock receipts 10°, 
above year ago. 
Region 12 
September—Barometer 13°. below 


Aug., 1°, below year ago, 4°, below U. S. 

Octoser—Detron department stores 
sales 6°, above a year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Grand 
Rapids -+-10°,, Detroit +-6°4, Saginaw 
-+-4°,. Wholesale trade compared with 
a year ago: Grand Rapids +-8°,, Detroit 
+-3°., Saginaw +-5°,. Collections com 
pared with 1951: Detroit more prompt, 
Saginaw and Grand Rapids unchanged. 


Region 13 

Septemser—Barometer 4°. below 
Aug., 1°, below year ago, 3°, above U. S. 

Octosrer—Milwaukee department store 
sales unchanged from a year ago: Total 
retail trade compared with a year ago: 
Madison -+-3°., Milwaukee unchanged, 
Green Bay —6'/4. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Green Bay +-6°, 
Madison -+-4°,, Milwaukee —1°%. Col- 
lections slower than a year ago. Wis- 
consin corn crop 20 per cent above 1951. 


Region 14 

SeptTemMBer—Barometer 5°. below 
Aug., slightly above 1951, 8°, below U. S. 

Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Minneapolis +8°, 
Duluth-Superior +-7°/,, St. Paul +-2°%. 
Total retail trade compared with a year 
ago: La Crosse +-10°,, Minneapolis +9°,, 
St. Paul +-12°%, Fargo +5°,, Butte — 4°. 
Collections compared with a year ago: 
more prompt Minneapolis, unchanged 
Butte and Fargo, slower La Crosse and 
St. Paul. 











PRA DSE ALR ts 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 15 
SepTemMBer-——Barometer 12°, below 
Aug. 3°4 below year ago, 12°, below U.S. 
Octoser—Nebraska department store 
sales 2°, above year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Davenport 
+-5°., Omaha +-3°4, Cedar Rapids and 
Waterloo unchanged, Lincoln —2%, 
Sioux City and Dubuque —3°4. Collec- 
tions unchanged to less prompt than a 
year ago. Livestock receipts in Sioux 

City 16°, above a year ago. 


Region 16 

SepTEMBER—Barometer 1°. below 
Aug., 1°, above year ago, 2°, above U. S. 

Ocroper—Trade conditions in St. 
Louis compared with a year ago: depart- 
ment store sales +-3°., total retail sales 
+-11°., wholesale sales +-8' Retailers’ 
and wholesalers’ collections less prompt 
than a year ago, manufacturers un- 
changed. Steel mills operated at 103.6°/ 
of capacity. Livestock receipts 7°, below 
a year ago. Apparel volume high. 


Region 17 

SepTEMBER—Barometer 2°, above 
Aug., 1°, above year ago, 5°, above U. S. 

Octroser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Oklahoma “ity 
and Tulsa +-6°., Wichita and Kansas 
City —3°.. Total retail trade comr--ed 
with a year ago: Oklahoma City --y°4, 
Tulsa +-5°4, St. Joseph -++-2°4, Kansas 
City, Topeka, and Wichita +1°%. Col- 
lections unchanged to less prompt than a 
year ago. 


Region 18 

SepTeEMBER—Barometer 5°, above 
Aug., 2°%, above year ago, 4°, above U. S. 

Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Baltimore +-7°/, 
Washington —2°.. Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Bristol +-9°/, 
Baltumore and Washington -+-8°/, Lynch- 
burg +-7°4, Richmond +4-6°4, Norfolk 
+5°., Roanoke —3° Collections un- 
changed from a year ago except for re- 
tatlers’ which were steady to more prompt. 


Region 19 
SEPTEMBER—Barometer 1° above 
Aug., 4°, above year ago, 20°/, above U.S. 
Octroser—Total retail trade compared 
with a year ago: Greenville —-14°%, 
Greensboro +8°, Asheville and Raleigh 
+5°, Charlotte and Winston-Salem 
+-3°., Columbia +1°%. Collections un- 
changed from a year ago except slower 
in Raleigh. Operators of hosiery mills 
complaiicd of being caught in profit 

squeeze and low margins. 
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Region 20 

SepTemMBeR—Harometer 5°. above 
Aug., 6°, above year ago, 44°’, above U.S. 

Octroser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Augusta -+-33°., 
Birmingham -+-15°%,, Atlanta +8°/,, Nash- 
ville +-5°4. Total retail trade compared 
with a year ago: Montgomery -+-26°.,, 
Birmingham, -+-16°,, Augusta +15°., 
Atlanta -+-11°/, Chattanooga and Nash- 
ville +10°4, Columbus and Macon -+-5°., 
Savannah +4°., Knoxville +-3°. 


Region 21 

SepremMBer—Barometer 6°. above 
Aug., 7°, above year ago, 44°, above U.S. 

Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Miami +-16°., 
Jacksonville +-11°4. Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Miami and 
Tampa +-5°,, Jacksonville +-4°,. Col- 
lections unchanged from a year ago in 
Miami and Tampa and less prompt in 
Jacksonville. Heavy rains caused con- 
siderable damage to 1952 citrus crops. 


Region 22 
SepreMBeER—Barometer 10°, below 
Aug., slightly above 1951, 11°, above U.S. 
Ocroner—Trade conditions in Mem- 
phis compared with a year ago: depart- 
ment store sales +-6°4, total retail trade 
-+-5°“,, wholesale trade +-7°%,. Trade con- 


ditions in Little Rock compared with a 
year ago: department store sales -+-10°%, 
total retail trade +-3°4, wholesale trade 


' o/ 
7-2 . 


Collections in Memphis less 
prompt than a year ago. 


Region 23 

SepTEMBER—Barometer 4° below 
Aug., 8°,, above 1951, 26°4 above U. S. 

Ocroser—Trade conditions in New 
Orleans compared with a year ago: de- 
partment store sales -+-8°/, total retail 
trade +-6°/,, wholesale trade +-4°%. Col- 
lections slower than a year ago, and un- 
changed from a month ago. Wholesalers’ 
shipments have increased somewhat and 
little trouble has been experienced with 
deliveries. Employment at record levels. 


Region 24 

SepTeEMBER—Barometer 1° above 
Aug., 3°4 above 1951, 40° above U. S. 

Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: El Paso +-16°%, 
Houston +15°%,, Dallas +-4°4, Fort Worth 
+1°/, San Antonio —1°/. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: El Paso 
-+-20°, San Antonio +-14°%, Dallas and 
Amarillo +-10°4, Lubbock +8°, Fort 
Worth and Shreveport -+-5°/, Houston 


Region 25 

SeptemBer—Barometer 6°, below 
Aug., 6°, above year ago, 5°, above U. S. 

Octroser—Denver department store 
sales 1° above year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Denver 
+5°., Albuquerque +3°4. Wholesale 
trade 3°., above a year ago in Denver and 
Albuquerque. Collections slower than a 
year ago. Television boom continued in 
Denver and regulations were strictly en- 
forced regarding right to sell sets. 


Region 26 

SeptemBer—Barometer slightly above 
Aug., 6°, above 1951 and U. S. 

Octoser—Trade conditions in Salt 
Lake City compared with a year ago: 
department store sales -+-3°., total retail 
trade -+-2° ., wholesale trade +20°%. Col- 
lections less prompt than a year ago. 
Retail sales 7°, above a month ago, 
wholesale trade 5°, above month ago. 
Retailers’ collections unchanged from 
month ago, wholesalers’ and manufac- 
turers more prompt. 


Region 27 

SepTeEMBER—Barometer 5°% below 
Aug., 4°, above year ago, 8°, above U. S. 

Octosper—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Portland +-5°/, 
Seattle -+-1°,, Spokane —2°%. Total re- 
tail sale compared with a year ago: Spo- 
kane -+-5°.,, Seattle +-4°.,, Portland —7°, 
Tacoma —15°. Collections less prompt 
than a year ago except unchanged in Ta- 
coma. Flour output compared with 1951: 


Seattle-Tacoma —1°,, Portland +6°%. 


Region 28 
SEPTEMBER—Barometer 10°% above 
Aug., 1°, above year ago, 3°, above U. S. 
Ocroser—Oakland department store 
sales 7°, above year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: San 
Francisco unchanged, Fresno —6°%. 
Wholesale trade compared with a year 
ago: San Francisco +-2°/, Fresno —8°%. 
Collections less prompt than a year ago 
in San Francisco and unchanged in Fresno. 

Continued plant expansion. 


Region 29 

SepTEMBER—Barometer 7° above 
Aug., 10°/, above year ago, 7°, above U. S. 

Octoser—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Los Angeles 
-+13°4, San Diego +2°%. Total retail 
trade compared witha year ago: Los An- 
geles -+-12°., Phoenix +6°/, San Diego 
+2°,. Collections compared with a year 
ago: Los Angeles unchanged, Phoenix 
more prompt, San Diego less prompt. 
Strike of aircraft workers affected output. 
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